PRONUNCIATION GUIDE AND GLOSSARY 


ADITI 

ADHIRATHA 

The charioteer who found and 
reared KARNA 

AGNI 3#T 

A Vedic G od - iden ti ed as the 
Fire God in later times 

AGNIVESHA 

AGNEYA 

AHICHCHHATRA 

AMBALIKA wafcm 
Third daughter of the k ing of 
KASHI, wido w of VICHITRA VEERYA 
and mother of P ANDU 

AMBIKA aifagsT 
Second daught er of the k ing of 
KASHI, widow of VICHITRA VEE¬ 
RYA and mother of DHRIT ARASH- 
TRA 

ANGA3FT 

An ancient state 

ANTARDHANA 3RTsfa 

APSARAS3RW 

Celestial danc ers 

ARJUNASF^T 

The third of the PANDAVAs- 
KUNTI's son by INDRA 

ARYAKA 

ASHRAMA Slum 
Hermitage 

ASHWATTHAMA stWSTPTT 

ASHWINI KUMARS 

The presiding t win deities of 
medicine 


ASURA 3Fg? 

One of those deniz ensofthe 
celestial world characterised by 
baser passions 

AYUSarrgcj 

BHAGIRATHI 

Another name f or river GANGA 

BHARADWAJAWM 

Father of DRONA 

BHARATAW 

The descendan ts of k ing 
BHAR ATA, who was the son of 
DUSHYANTA and SHAKUNT ALA 

BHAUMA #T 

BHEEMA ifrr 

The second of the P ANDAVAS - 
KUNTI's son by VAYU 

BHEESHMA 1 JN 

Son of SHANTANU and GANGA. 
He was named DEV AVRATA but 
came to be known as 
BHEESHM A for the terrible vow 
of renunciation he t ook at the 
age of t wenty to enable SHAN¬ 
TANU to marry. 

BHOOMI DEVI 

The Earth personi ed as a divine 
woman, bearing the bur den of 
the world with its vir tue and vie e 

BRAHMA UfaT 

The Creator; rst of the divine 

triumvirate 

BRAHMACHARI 

One who prac tises celibac y as 
part of the disciplined quest of 
knowledge 

BRAHMACHAR YASFTERrf 
Practice of c elibac y in though t. 


word and deed . Literally, practice 
of Brahman which enjoins ex elu¬ 
sive attention t o the Vedas and 
matters spiritual 

BRAHMANAS wm 

Class of people tr aditionally 
engaged in learning and 
scholastics 

BRAHMARSHI sglff 
An ascetic who has attained 
absolute knowledge 

BRAHMASHIRAS jpgftR 

CHAITRARATHA^ar 

CHARMANWATIxpfeft 

The river now known as Chambal 

CHEDI 3ft 

CHITRANGADA ftraFR 

DASHARNA^lM 

A clan 

DEVAS3? 

Denizens of the c elestial w orld, 
characterized by godliness as 
opposed t o the Asur as who w ere 
characterized by baser passions 

DEERGHA33 

A king of the ancien t state 
MAGADHA 

DEVAVRATA^fRT 

Son of SHANT ANU by GANGA; 
better known as Bheeshma 

DHARMA ARTHA KAMA 

Dharma is the k nowledge of what 
is right. A rtha is the ac quisition of 
wealth and K ama, the ful Ilmen t 
of desires. 
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DHRITARASHTRA 

Son of VEDA VYASA and AMBIK A; 
born blind because AMBIKA shut 
out her vision when appr oached 
by VEDA VYASA 

DRONA^T 

The son of sage BHAR ADWAJA; 
the chief Guru of the K AURAVAS 
andthePANDAVAS 

DRUPADA^ 

King of PANCHALA who hu¬ 
miliated DRONA, his childhood 
friend 

DUHSHALA^YIHT 

DUHSHASANA^WT 

The second of the hundr ed 
sons of DHRIT ARASHTRA and 
GANDHARI 

DURVASAgsMT 

A rishi k nown for being har d to 
please 

DURYODHANA^er 

The rst of the hundr ed sons of 
DHRITARASHTRA and GAND - 
HARI 

DUSHYANTA^krt 
EKALAVYA^ iR 
GANDHAMADANA W1FR 

GANDHARA^TTOR 

An ancien t state 

GANDHARI 

Wife of DHRIT ARASHTR A and 
daught er of SUBALA, k ing of 
GANDHAR A. When she k new she 
was to marry a blind man, she 
blindfolded herself out of dev o- 
tion and r egard for her futur e 
husband. 

GANDHAR VASTO* 

Celestial musicians 


GANDHAVATI Trf 
GANESHAVri 
GANGAW 

The river Ganga as w ell as its 
personi ed f eminine spirit, who 
was born among the mor talsas 
the result of a curse 

GAUTAMA 

GURU DAKSHINA 

The fee to be giv en by a disciple 
to his Guru as consider ation of 
instruction imparted 

HASTINAPURAsfeRigr 

The capital of the KURUS, on the 
banks of GANGA 

HIMALAYA ftRTeRT 

HIRANYADHANUS 

HOMA KUNDA^Tf^ 

The receptacle f or the sacr i cial 
re in which the libations ar e 
poured 

I LA 3RT 

INDRA 5R 

A Vedic G od - iden ti ed as the 
Rain God in la ter times 

INDRADYUMNA ?5BpT 

ITIHASA ^fcTFRT 

An epic - lit erally "and so indeed 

it was" 

JAIMINI 

JAMADAGNI Wfifa 
A Rishi 

JANAMEJEY A«F#5FT 
JAYA «F?T 
KAMPILYAcfJTfaRT 


KANWAcFR 


KARNAcftf 

The son of KUNTI by SUR YA. 
Abandoned b y KUNTI because 
she was un wed, he was found 
and reared by a char ioteer. 

KASHI 

An ancient kingdom 

KAURAVA 

Descendan ts of KURU and the 
sons of DHRIT ARASHTRA 

KHANDAVA 

KRIPAfRT 

Guru of the KURU princes , and 
twin br other of DRONA 'S wife 
KRIPI 

KRIPI 

Twin sister of KRIP A, and wife of 
DRONA 

KRISHNA DWAIPAYANA 

fqpT'T 

Original name of VEDA VYASA; 
KRISHNA because he was dark , 
DWAIPAYANA because he was 
born on an island 

KSHATRIYAd^RT 

Class of people , traditionally 
engaged in the militar yarts 

KUNTI 

Wife of PANDU, and daught er of 
SHOOR A reared by KUNTIBHOJA 

KUNTIBHOJA 

KURU^RT 

A desc endant of BHARA TA. He 
sancti ed the land k nown as KU- 
RUKSHE TRA wher e much lat er 
the battle of the M AHABHARATA 
was fought and wher e GITA was 
preached. 

kurujangala^rrpw 

The coun try of the KURUS 

KURUKSHETRA fsta 
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MADRA R3 

NAHUSHAR^ 

PAURAVA^fiRR 

The king of the M ADRA people 

Descendan tof PURU 

MADRI RTfT 

NAKULA RjpRT 

The fourth of the PANDAVAS,twin 

PRAMANAKOTI flW tit 

Princess of the M ADRA kingdom 

of SAHADE VA - M ADRI's son by 


and second wife of PANDU 

theASHWINIKUM ARS 

PRATIPARcfa 

MAGADHA RTO 

narart 

PRISHATAgRR 

An ancient state 

A divine being in human f orm 



(commonly connec ted with 

PRITHA gaJT 

MAHABHARA TAW 

Narayana) with whom Arjuna the 

MAHENDRA 

Pandava is identi ed 

PUNDRAg^ 


The people of the stat ePundra 

A range of moun tains bet ween 

NARAYANARRm 

the rivers now k nown as M AHA- 

The name of VISHNU (K rishna) 

PURUg^ 

NADI and GOD AVARI 

NISHADAS ftRTR 

PURURAVASg^cW 

MAKANDI RTcF$ 

A group of tr ibals, low in social 


hierarchy in ancient 1 ndia 

radhartrt 

MANTRA R3T 

After whom K ARNA is of ten 

A mystical chant 

NIVATAKAVACHA PUMchcM 

referred to as RADHEY A, son of 

MANU Rg 

An Asura tribe, reputedly in vin- 

RADHA 

cible because of their sk ill in magi- 


Ancestor of the human rac e 

cal weapons 

RAJARSHI RMft 

MATSYAR^ 

PAILAfcf 

One, who though born a KSHA - 
TRIYA, is sane ti ed as a R ishi due 

The name of a stat e 


to ascetic aust erities 

MITHILA 

PANCHALARMcT 

RISHI Rtft 

The capital of the VIDEHA 

PANDAVAWR 

A sage 

MITRA ftrr 

Son of Pandu 

SAHADEVART?& 

A Vedic G od, often associat ed 

PANDU 

The fth ofthe PANDAVAS, twin 

with VARUNA 

Son of VED A VYASA and AMBA - 

of NAKULA - M ADRI's son by the 

MUKTI gfEfcT 

Deliverance of the spir it from 

LIKA 

ASHWINI KUM ARS 

PARASHARAPTRR 

SALRRRT 

the body 

A rishi, father of VEDA VYASA. See 

Botanical name:Shor ea robusta 

MUNI gft 

SATYAVATI 

SAMVARANArM 

Ascetic, also known as rishi 

PARASHURAMAqR^RFT 



Sixth incar nation of VISHNU, and 

SARASWATI RPRRcrt 

nagarft 

son of sage JAM ADAGNI. He w as 


Literally, the serpents. It also 

famous for his valour and k nowl- 

SARPA SATRArf RTR 

refers to a race of snake -wor¬ 

edge of esot eric weapons. 

Twelve-year-long snake sacri ce 

shipers, ora race which has a 
snake for its totem. Perhaps the 

PARVATA Rl<fa 

SATYAVATI RRRRRft 

ancestors of the modern inhabit¬ 


Mother of VEDA VYASA by sage 

ants of 1 ndia's north-eastern 

PAS H U PATART^JRcT 

PARASHAR A, and mother of CHI- 

state, Nagaland. 

Divine missile of SHIV A in his 

TRANGAD A and VICHITRA VEE- 

NAGA KINGDOM RFTefa 

aspect as PASHUPATI, lord of all 

RYAbySHANTANU 

fauna 

The world of the NA GAS 

SHAKUNTALAYI^tM 


439 




SHALYA?!^ 

SHANTANU Wg 

Son of PRATEEPA who ruled o ver 
the KURU empire, and the fa ther 
of BHEESHM A 

SHARADWAN 9R5R 
He is believed to have been 
born fully equipped with arrows 
which explains his preference of 
martial skills to Vedic skills. 

SHASTRA W3T 

Sacred lore 

SHATASHRINGA?RT^T 
SHIVA ft* 

The Destroyer; third of the divine 
triumvirate 

SHOODRA^ 

The class of people traditionally 
engaged in tilling soil 

SHOORA^f 

Grandfather of KRISHNA, and 
father ofVASUDEVA 

SHRADDHAsuh? 

The concluding ritual f ollowing 
the death of a relative which as¬ 
sures him/her of salva tion 

SHUKA^P 

SHWETAKETU 

An ancien t sage who pr escribed 
that chastity be a cardinal virtue 
in married women because he 
was provoked when his mother 
was led away by a Brahmana, in 
the presenc e of his unpr otecting 
father. 

SOOTA^T 

One engaged in the profession 
of driving chariots 

SUBALA ^ 

King ofGANDHAR A 


SUMANTA^T 

SURYA^J 

The Sun G od, by whose g race 
KARNA was born t oKUNTI 

UCHCHAISHRA VASWsfHTC? 

A celestial horse 

UDDALAKA 

Father of SHWE TAKETU 

VAIKUNTHA 

The seat (and ther efore the 
heavenly abode) of VISHNU 

VAISHAMP AYAN A^NFR 

VAISHYAW 

The class of people traditionally 
engaged in trade and commer ce 

VANAPRASTHA ASHRAMA 

3H5RSJ 3CT-5PT 

The third of the four stages of 
human life as laid do wn in H indu 
thought: the stage of retirement 
and introspection. The rst stage 
enjoins disciplined quest of 
knowledge; the sec ond, fulll- 
ment as a householder; and the 
last, renunciation. 

VARUNA 

The presiding deit y of water 

VAS U UPA RICHARA 

cl^J: 

VASUKI 

VASUSHENA 

The original name of K ARNA, the 
rstborn of KUNTI 

vayavacjftct 

VAYU*rg 

The presiding deit y of wind 

VEDA VYASAWtW 

Literally, the man who analy sed 
and compiled the VEDAS 


VICHITRAVEERYA 

VIDEHA fo? 

A clan 

VIDURA fig? 

Son of VEDAVYASA andAMBA - 
LIKA'S maid 

VISHNU 

The Preserver; second of the 
divine triumvirate 

VITI-DANDA fift - ^ 

A game played with a chiselled 
peg (VITI) and a shor t sta 
(DANDA). 

YADAVAW 

One descended fr om YADU 

YADU*g 

Son of YAYATI and DE VAYANI. He 
refused t o exchange his y outh 
with the age of his father and 
was therefore cursed by Yayati 
that the sons of Yadu shall nev er 
ascend the royal throne. 

YAMUNA *g*T 

YAYATI Wet 

YUDHISHTIRA gdlfa* 

The rst of the P ANDAVAS - 
KUNTI's son by DHARM A 

YUGAgn 

The time cone ept of the ancient 
Indians.The ageoftheuniv erse 
is divided into four yugas which 
complete the c yclic pattern of 
its existence.These are - Krita 
Yuga,Treta Yuga, DvaparaYuga 
and Kali Yuga, after which comes 
a deluge before the cycle starts 
again. Virtue diminishes with the 
passage of each Yuga. 

yuyutsu ggcg 

The son of DHRIT ARASHTR A and 
a woman of VAISH YA class 
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